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PUBLIC HEARING & UTILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING

FEBRUARY 17, 2026 

MINUTES 

PRESENT: Mayor James Jones, Committee Chairperson Alberta Anderson, Committee Members 
Richard Byne and Willie Willams; City Manager Valerie Kirkland, Assistant City Manager 
Trinetta Skinner, Water & Public Works Superintendent Jody Ellison, Water Superintendent 
Reginald Hanton, Police Chief Willie Burley, Administrative Assistant Emma Mullis, and 
Jacob's Project Manager Eric Kelsey 

ABSENT: 

1. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jones at 6:00 p.m.

2. Vice-Mayor Bates gave the invocation.

3. Council Member Payton led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

4. A Public Hearing was conducted regarding the proposed new utility rate structure.

Mr. Bill Tinley expressed his support for the proposed structure, noting that it will help

ensure that the utilities become financially self-sustaining and provide necessary funding

for repairs and maintenance. Mr. Bill Powell provided an overview and explanation of

the proposed utility rate structure. City Manager Kirkland stated that the City's previous

rate structure did not adequately cover the utilities' debt service obligations. Mr. Powell

further explained that the implementation ofERU/ERC (Equivalent Residential

Unit/Equivalent Residential Connection) will assist in reducing the utilities' debt service.

Ms. Lively, a resident of 820 Academy A venue, addressed the Council to express

concerns about a damaged meter located at the comer of Academy A venue and Ward

Street following Hurricane Helene. She also raised concerns regarding the condition of

the sidewalk in front of her residence and parking occurring on both sides of Ward Street.

City Manager Kirkland informed Ms. Lively that Superintendent Ellison will investigate

these concerns.

5. Administrative Assistant Mullis presented Resolution 2026-03-01, a resolution proposing
revisions and additions to the 2026 Rates and Fees Schedule. The resolution included
updates to the following categories: Fire Hydrant/Fire Protection Charges, Fire Hydrant
Meter Charges, Bulk Water Charges, Overhead Sprinkler System Charges, Tap-In
Fees/Capital Recovery Fees, Installation Fees, Charges for Miscellaneous Services,
Deposits, Late Fees and Service Charges, and the Equivalent Residential
Units/Connections (ERU/ERC) table for water consumption. Assistant City Manager
Skinner explained that the proposed deposit fees would be established using a credit­based
scale. Chairperson Anderson requested additional time to provide notification to utility
customers regarding the proposed charges and fees.

6. With no further business on the agenda, the meeting was adjourned at 6:46 p.m.
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