FIRE SAFETY TIPS

Smoke Detectors

Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside each separate sleeping area and on every level
of the home, including the basement. Interconnect all smoke alarms throughout the home.
When one sounds, they all sound.

Test alarms at least monthly by pushing the test button.

Replace batteries in all smoke alarms at least once a year. If an alarm “chirps”, warning the
battery is low, replace the battery right away.

Fire Extinguishers

Carbon

Use a portable fire extinguisher when the fire is confined to a small area, such as a wastebasket,
and is not growing; everyone has exited the building; the fire department has been called or is
being called; and the room is not filled with smoke.

To operate a fire extinguisher, remember the word PASS:

- Pull the pin. Hold the extinguisher with the nozzle

pointing away from you, and release the locking

mechanism.

- Aim low. Point the extinguisher at the base of the fire.

- Squeeze the lever slowly and evenly.

- Sweep the nozzle from side-to-side.

Monoxide

CO alarms should be installed in a central location outside each sleeping area and on every level
of the home.

Test CO alarms at least once a month; replace them according to the manufacturer’s
instructions.

If the audible trouble signal sounds, check for low batteries. If the battery is low, replace it. If it
still sounds, call the fire department.

If the CO alarm sounds, immediately move to a fresh air location outdoors or by an open
window or door. Make sure everyone inside the home is accounted for. Call for help from a
fresh air location and stay there until emergency personnel.

Home Heating

Keep anything that can burn at least three feet away from heating equipment, like the furnace,
fireplace, wood stove, or portable space heater.

Never use your oven to heat your home.

Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned and inspected every year by a qualified
professional.

Remember to turn portable heaters off when leaving the room or going to bed.



Cooking

Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen to stop sparks from flying into the room. Ashes
should be cool before putting them in a metal container. Keep the container a safe distance
away from your home.

Be on alert! If you are sleepy or have consumed alcohol don’t use the stove or stovetop.
Stay in the kitchen while you are frying, grilling, or broiling food. If you leave the kitchen for
even a short period of time, turn off the stove.

If you are simmering, baking, roasting, or boiling food, check it regularly, remain in the home
while food is cooking, and use a timer to remind you that you are cooking.

Keep anything that can catch fire — oven mitts, wooden utensils, food packaging, towels or
curtains — away from your stovetop.

Electrical

Replace or repair damaged or loose electrical cords.

Avoid running extension cords across doorways or under carpets.

Avoid overloading outlets. Plug only one high-wattage appliance into each receptacle outlet at a
time.

If outlets or switches feel warm, frequent problems with blowing fuses or tripping circuits, or
flickering or dimming lights, call a qualified electrician.

Make sure your home has ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCls) in the kitchen bathroom(s),
laundry, basement, and outdoor areas.

Escape Plans

Pull together everyone in your household and make a plan. Walk through your home and
inspect all possible exits and escape routes. Households with children should consider drawing a
floor plan of your home, marking two ways out of each room, including windows and doors.
Also, mark the location of each smoke alarm.

Choose an outside meeting place (i.e. neighbor's house, a light post, mailbox, or stop sign) a safe
distance in front of your home where everyone can meet after they've escaped. Make sure to
mark the location of the meeting place on your escape plan.



